is, the restructuring of labour-processes to generate relative surplus-value, the form best adapted to the nature of capital. This sense is exemplifi ed in passages of the following type, 'The subordination of the labour-process to capital does not at fi rst affect the actual mode of production and its only practical effects are these: the worker bows to the command, the direction and supervision of the capitalist . . .'. 3 Under formal subsumption, 'There is no change as yet in the mode of production itself. Technologically speaking, the labour process goes on as before . . .'. 4 By contrast, 'With the real subsumption of labour under capital a complete (and constantly repeated) revolution takes place in the mode of production'. 5 Again, 'Productive capital, or the mode of production corresponding to capital, can be present in only two forms: manufacture and large-scale industry'. 6 It is in this more technological sense that Marx refers to the 'mode of production of the guilds', 7 or to agriculture as a mode of production ('Agriculture forms a mode of production sui generis') 8 or refers, fi nally, to the 'mode of production' of small-holding peasants 'isolating them from one another'.
